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people | speak to are surprised to learn that
there are five countries in the Caribbean—only
a few hundred miles from the United States—
where we have no physical diplomatic pres-
ence. My legislation will correct this problem
by establishing U.S. embassies in Antigua and
Barbuda, Dominica, St. Kitts and Nevis, St.
Lucia and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
Currently, all diplomatic relations with these
countries are run out of the U.S. embassy in
Barbados.

While these countries are small, they must
not be taken for granted. They are key voting
members of the United Nations and other
international organizations. As members of the
Organization of American States (OAS), their
votes are extremely important. Without a U.S.
presence in these five countries, it is very dif-
ficult to conduct in-person diplomacy with our
counterparts on a range of crucial international
issues. These countries are also of profound
interest and importance to the millions of Car-
ibbean-American citizens in the United States.

Currently, in order to meet with local offi-
cials, the private sector or civil society, U.S.
diplomats must fly in from Barbados (or Wash-
ington) on often expensive, infrequent flights,
and stay overnight in often expensive island
hotels. Close working relationships with key
leaders cannot develop, because our dip-
lomats are not there to establish them. And,
our diplomacy is limited to phone calls, emails
and faxes, even though we all know that the
best interaction is carried out in person. In ad-
dition to our stymied diplomacy, U.S. citizens
living in these countries do not have full con-
sular services to assist in the event of emer-
gencies.

This bill establishes uses existing embassy
construction funding to establish these new
embassies. In 2011, | authored a bipartisan
amendment with the former Chairman of the
Western Hemisphere Subcommittee, Con-
gressman Connie Mack (R-FL), to create
these embassies which was approved unani-
mously by the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. | look forward to working with the
Obama Administration to get this legislation
across the finish line and to seeing U.S. dip-
lomats permanently stationed in every country
in the Caribbean.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Caroline Jok attends Seven Lakes High
School in Katy, Texas. The essay topic is: in
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your opinion, what role should the government
play in our lives?

It is said: One can never have too much of
a good thing.

While it is certainly true that in many
cases it is harder for a good thing to turn
bad, it is impossible for this statement to be
infallible with the absolute qualifier ‘‘never”’
hanging in the balance. For example, though
water is essential to life, if one drinks too
much of it they will face hyponatremia, oth-
erwise known as water intoxication. While
chocolate is undeniably sweet and pleasant,
too much chocolate induces contrastingly
unpleasant feelings, sickness, and even dan-
gerous health conditions. Even something as
wonderful and essential as freedom—the very
virtue this great Nation is founded on, the
very virtue that our ancestors fought and
gave their lives for—can become a negative
force if there is too much of it. The state-
ment ‘“‘too much freedom’ sounds seemingly
absurd, however, this is precisely why our
founding fathers, despite the hard fought ef-
forts to escape the oppression of one govern-
ment, worked to build another. Too much
freedom can result, ironically, in oppression,
in chaos, in exploitation, and in a bloodbath
driven by greed. This is where the role of our
government comes in.

Our government serves as a counterbalance
to a good thing, not to control all things; it
is the protector of this good thing. It is the
role of our government to address and settle
conflicts from an unbiased standpoint to the
best of its ability. It is the role of our gov-
ernment to compose and enforce legislation
that will benefit, protect, and create oppor-
tunity for its citizens, to set limitations on
freedom so that freedom can be preserved
and ensured. It is the role of our government
to serve as the voice of the nation to the rest
of the world, to serve as our representative,
as our ambassador. It is the role of our gov-
ernment to serve the people who elected it.
It is essential for our government to be in-
volved in the day to day lives of its citizens,
be it through the corporate world, cyber-
space and security, on a local level, in edu-
cation, immigration, in the health industry,
and countless other niches, not to control
these realms, but to serve as an equalizer,
safeguard and creator of opportunity in each
of these.

Professor of Communication at American
University, Leonard Steinhorn comments,
“[if many] Americans feel ‘unease’ toward
[our] government’s role in our daily lives, it
is either because they take much of what the
federal government does for granted, or be-
cause the media tend to give a dispropor-
tionate voice to those whose ideological tem-
per tantrums against government make for
good copy and sound bites.”” Our govern-
ment’s involvement in day-to-day life pro-
ceedings is essential to balance and preserve
a very good thing: freedom. This is precisely
the role our government plays in our lives.

———
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Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, | was
unable to vote yesterday because of a family
medical issue. Had | been present, | would
have voted:

Roll Call #130—NAY

Roll Call #131—YEA

March 24, 2015
EGAN WALKER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Egan Walker
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Egan Walker
is a 10th grader at Standley Lake High School
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Egan Walk-
er is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Egan Walker for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | submit the following remarks regarding
my absence from votes which occurred on
March 23, 2015. | was delayed in arriving in
Washington because | was in attendance at a
funeral for a beloved family within our commu-
nity. The Columbia community and the Univer-
sity of South Carolina worshipped in thankful
memory for the life of Charles “Charlie”
Leverett Adams Terreni, Jr.

H.R. 360—Native American Housing Assist-
ance and Self-Determination Reauthorization
Act—NAY

H. Res. 162—Calling on the President to
provide Ukraine with military assistance to de-
fend its sovereignty and territorial integrity—
AYE

JASON SHORT OF INTERNATIONAL
FALLS

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Jason Short of International Falls,
Minnesota and the work of the Falls Hunger
Coalition under the leadership of Nancy An-
derson.

| am sure many of my fellow Members have
seen the nightly weather reports indicating that
International Falls has the coldest tempera-
tures in the United States.

Jason is a young adult working as a delivery
driver for UPS in the International Falls region
that covers a 300-mile route. On one brisk
day, one of his package recipients noted that
Jason was wearing shorts and told him he
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